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Report on 1552 Svemer Seminar on the Hesr Bast

1. Purpose

Thes Foreign Service Imstitute Summer Seminar on the Hear
East is dosigned to permit the study of Near Easterm history,
pelitics and econcmics from a vantage point within the area. The
facilities of the American University of Beirut are utilized to
thiz end in addition to those of certain of the Fereign Sarvice
Posts in the ares.

2. Progrsn

The program for the 19952 Summer Seminar was divided inte
three elemants consisting of two weeks in Washington, eight weeks
in Beirut, and three weeks of extendad travel throughout the Nesr
East.

&. The Seminar convened at the FPoreign Berviece Insti~
tute in Washington om 16 Jume 1952 for two weeks of briefings
and orientation by membars of the Department of Statas stalf.

b, From 1 July until 25 August the Seminar vas based
at the Americen University of Beirut. lectwres by mambers
of the AUB staff were scheduled from 0800 to 1200 five days
g week. Addresses by locnl business and professional men
and Forelgn Service personnel were scheduled at irregular
intervais. Weeskends were devoted to group travel throughout
Istanon, and to Damascus and Jerusslem. Ample time vas
provided for individuwals to become thoroughly familiar with
Beirut and environs. The ORR representative spent 21-2h
August in Cairo.

¢, For the final three weeks of the course, 25
Avguat to 15 September, the Seminar was divided into four
groups of ten each. Two of the groups visited the Arab
world including Syria, Irsq, Kumit and Sawdi Arabla. The
remaining groups itraveled in Creece and Turkey. All groups
visited Isreel by way of Nicosia, Cyprus. Tsheran and Cairo
appeared on the original itinerary but wvere removed at the
request of the embassies concerned.

~SIERE—
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Transportation for extended travel wvas fumnished
uwy: Attache alrcraft with the exception of the return of the
iast group frem Idda, Ysrael to Nicosia, Cyprus.

The ORR representative visited Demascus, Bughdnd,
Huwmit, Dhalran, Nlocosia, snd Tel Aviv. Travel in the vicinity
of these citiss was possidle in most cases, particularly &o

in the case of Israsl and Smufil Arabis.

Briefings were arranged by the Foreign Service Posts
in esach city visited. The Alr Attaches in Baghiad and Damasc s
mads special air trips aveilsble to the group. ™e Arabisn
Amsrican 011 Company was nost generous in sxtending the use
of its fasilities. The Foreign Office of the State of Tsrael
provided a four day condurted tour of northern lsrsel.

3. Participents

Participants of the 1952 Seminar rmumbered 40 and repre-
sented Siate, Army, Alr Porce, and CIA. Two of the State repre-
sentatives were Forelign Service Officers with assigmments in the
arss. In afdition to the regularly emrclled mesbers of the group,
an individusl representing Rice Instituts snd one amployed by the
Sendpaper Prest of New York City participated in activities of
the Seminar vhile based im Belrut.

I, :o+c-

k., Valus to Amlyst

This program is of great value to the smalyst with an
arss interest in the Near East. No substitute is available for
fisld contact {n the ares of primary specialization. This is
particularly applicable in the oase of the geographic anelyst.
This course providsd as opportunity to observe Near Bastern
customs, thought patterns, econmomics, and polities in a manner
made possible solely through the intimate contect of living in
the Year East.

The Office of Tralning sade it clear to the CIA parti-
w that the Seminar is primarily s t:tuhgy“umn, and
otivitiss of the participunta would be gulded that consideration.
In addition, the cover provided and the strained relationship which
axisted between the Seminar and the American Legation in Beirut
effectively curtailed activities other than these directly relatec

It is suggested that the ssalyst could provide considerably
wore intslligense information to his Office if he vere thorouwhly
briefed prior to departure. If proper guidance is provifed, much
iaformation could be obtained Yy chservation in s manner that would
pot violste the OZR sbjective and thus endenger the success of
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5. Buggestions for FPuture Seminars

&, The time expepded at the szm Service Institut:
mmwmmwwuwmw. A more
thoreughly coordinated yrogrsa could produce moxe usable
isformetion in epproxizgtely opa-ialf the time devoted to
the 1992 progras.

b, More detailed cover arrangements are required for
this program. Those provided {n 1952 were inadequete in
URErous respects.

€. A briefing on Office requirements should be o
vided for individuale leaving the eountyry for extended
periods of time.

4. Ammwmmwamvnmiﬁ
commsction with the course ehould be considersd wior to
deporture. Pull saf directsd use of primary sources of
informmtion shouvld be made while in the field,

@. Detailed suggestions Ffor the conduet of futwre
eourses are being submitted to H/m.
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